
TURKISH EDUCATION SYSTEM

THE  PRINCIPLES OF TURKISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
- Education shall be national,
- Education shall be Republican,
- Education shall be secular,
- Education shall have a scientific  foundation,  
- Education shall incorporate generality and  equality,
- Education shall be fuctional and modern

Education system has democratic, modern, scientific secular and 
coeducational characteristics. The purpose of the Turkish Education System is 
to increase the welfare and happiness of the Turkish citizens and Turkish 
society, to support and facilitate economic, social and cultural development in 
national unity and integration and to make the Turkish nation a constructive, 
creative and distinguished partner in modern civilization.

Education in Turkey is governed by a national system which was established in 
accordance with the Atatürk Reforms after the Turkish War of Independence. 
Children are obliged to take 12 years of education between the ages of 6 and 
18.
Annually, about 1.5 million students graduate from Turkish high schools. About 
95% of students attend public schools, but inadequacies of the public system 
increasingly motivates middle-class parents to seek private education. 
By 2012 there were over 167 universities in Turkey. 

Formal and Non-Formal Education
The basic structure of the National Education system is outlined by the Basic 
Law. The educational system is divided into two main sections as; 
Formal Education
Non-Formal Education .

 FORMAL EDUCATION 
Formal education is the regular education of individuals in a certain age group 
and given in schools at the same level with programs prepared for definite 
purposes. 
Formal education includes Pre-Primary education, primary education, 
secondary education and higher education institutions.

Now that the new system of 4+4+4 has been implemented on 12 April 2012.  
5-9 years-old: Primary School begins. School attendance compulsory.

9-13 years-old: Secondary School Students asked to make pathway choices. 
School attendance is compulsory. Religious high school is an option.



13-17 years-old: High School (lycee)  Distance education, religious high school 
is an option.  

Pre-Primary education 
Pre-Primary education includes the optional education of children between 
36-72 month who are under the age of compulsory primary education. Pre-
Primary education institutions, independent nurseries are opened as nursery 
classes and practical classes within formal and non-formal education 
institutions with suitable physical capacity.
The purpose of Pre-Primary education is to ensure physical, mental and 
sensory development of children and the acquisition of good habits, to prepare 
children for primary education, to create a common atmosphere of growth for 
those living in inconvenient circumstances and to ensure that Turkish is 
spoken correct and well.

Primary Education
The purpose of primary education is to ensure that every Turkish child 
acquires the basic knowledge, skills, behaviors, and habits to become a good 
citizen, is raised in line with the national moral concepts and is prepared for 
life and for the next education level parallel to his/her interests and skills.

Primary education is compulsory for all citizens, boys or girls, and is given 
free of charge in public schools.

SBS EXAM (Level Placement Exam)
When students start studying the 6th grade, they start preparing themselves 
for the national level placement test.
At the end of 6th,7th and 8th grade, each student take this exam and at the end 
of 3rd year, according to the total marks of their SBS exams, students choose 
which high school they would like to study at.
After primary education, students have a lot of different choices about the high 
school that they can go.
After the SBS exam, according to their wish and of course the total marks of 
their exam results, they may choose to study at;

 General High scools
 Vocational High Schools
 Anatolian High schools 
 Science High schools.

Secondary Education

 The purpose of secondary education is to give students a minimum common 
culture, to identify individual and social problems, to search for solutions, to 
raise awareness in order to contribute to the socio-economic and cultural 



development of the country and to prepare the students for higher education, 
for profession, for life and for business in line with their interests and skills.

END OF HIGH SCHOOL AND OSS EXAM(UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE 
EXAM)

At the end of High school education, students who wish to study at 
universities, have to take an exam which is called as OSS.
OSS exam is based on the fields that students studied during their high school 
period. 
 In order to obtain a good future, students want to study in good departments 
at good universities. 

SECONDARY EDUCATION

General Secondary Education

 Secondary schools 
" Science schools 
" Anatolian schools
" Anatolian Fine Arts schools 
" Anatolia teacher training schools 
" Foreign language school 

Vocational and Technical Secondary Education

" Vocational schools for industry 
" Technical schools
" Anatolia technical schools
" Anatolia Vocational schools
" Vocational schools for girls 
" Technical schools for girls

Higher Education 
Among higher education institutions are universities, faculties, institutes, 
higher education schools, conservatories, vocational higher education schools 
and application-research centers. The purpose of higher education is to raise 
the students in line with their interests and skills, in conformance to the 
science policy of the country and in consideration of qualified manpower 
needs of society at several levels, to do research.

HIGHER EDUCATION
" Universities
" Faculties
" Institutes
" Higher education schools
" Higher Vocational education schools

" Conservatories


